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From Lesson 5 to Lesson 6
In Lesson 5, we learned that shalom is Kingdom order governing in the midst of chaos. We saw that covenant
shalom restores us as sons and daughters, that we live from belonging rather than striving for approval, and
that peacemakers “shall be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).

That raises a question we now want to answer fully: What does it mean to be a son of God? This lesson begins
a new phase of the portal. The first five lessons laid the foundation of the Kingdom Codes. Now we turn to the
people God forms to carry them.

Core Idea
Biblical sonship is more than being called a child of God.

Sonship is the divine pattern through which the Father brings us into relationship, establishes identity, forms
character, develops maturity, entrusts responsibility, and reveals His nature through sons.

SONSHIP BEGINS IN RELATIONSHIP.
Through Jesus Christ, the Father draws us to Himself by Holy Spirit into true belonging, secure identity, and
restored relationship.

SONSHIP DEVELOPS THROUGH FORMATION.
Formation is the process of growth in which our thinking, character, and actions come into alignment with the
realities of the new birth.

SONSHIP MATURES INTO REPRESENTATION.
The goal is not merely to go to heaven when we die, to know that we belong, or to know that we are greatly
loved. All of that is true and precious. But the goal is larger:

TO BECOME MATURE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
FATHER HERE AND NOW.

KEY TEXTS
John 1:12-13
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in
His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

Romans 8:14
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”
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Romans 8:19
“For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.”

Galatians 4:1-2
“Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all,
but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father.”

Ephesians 1:5
“Having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His
will.”

1 John 3:1-2
“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God!…
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him.”

1. THE REVELATION
Sonship is not merely a title.
Many believers understand sonship primarily as one sentence: “I am a child of God.” That is true, and it is
wonderful. But Scripture reveals much more.

Biblical sonship includes relationship, identity, birth, inheritance, formation, maturity, authority,
responsibility, and representation. It answers the deepest questions a human being can ask:

• Where did I come from?

• Whose image do I bear?

• How am I being formed?

• What have I inherited?

• What has been entrusted to me?

• Whom do I represent? When sonship is reduced to a title, it becomes something we hold. When sonship is
understood biblically, it becomes something we grow into and live out.

SONSHIP IS IDENTITY WITH PURPOSE.

2. DEFINING BIBLICAL SONSHIP
For The Sonship Code, we define biblical sonship as:
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The divine pattern by which the Father brings people into relationship through Christ, forms them into His
likeness, matures them for responsibility, and reveals His nature and Kingdom through their lives.

A Word About “Sons”
When Scripture speaks of sons, it is speaking of position, inheritance, and family standing, not gender. In the
ancient world, the son was usually the heir. When Paul writes, “For you are all sons of God through faith in
Christ Jesus,” he goes on to say that in Christ “there is neither male nor female” (Galatians 3:26, 28). Every
daughter of God carries the full standing of a son: the same access, the same inheritance, and the same calling
to represent the Father.

The Dimensions of Sonship
Each part of our definition answers a question:

• Origin: Where do I come from?

• Relationship: To whom do I belong?

• Identity: Who am I in Christ?

• Formation: What is being developed within me?

• Maturity: What responsibility can I carry?

• Inheritance: What has been entrusted to the family?

• Authority: What am I authorized to represent?

• Representation: What does my life reveal about the Father?

3. THE CODE OF SONSHIP
Sonship moves from belonging to representation.
The Sonship Code can be expressed as:

RELATIONSHIP -> IDENTITY -> FORMATION ->
MATURITY -> COMMISSIONING -> REPRESENTATION
RELATIONSHIP: I belong to the Father through Christ.

IDENTITY: I discover who I am in Him.

FORMATION: My character, thinking, responses, and capacity are shaped into the likeness of Jesus Christ.

MATURITY: I become increasingly stable, trustworthy, and responsible.

COMMISSIONING: Responsibility is entrusted to me.

REPRESENTATION: The Father becomes increasingly visible through my life.
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Notice the order. Relationship comes first. Commissioning comes late. Many people want the assignment
before the formation. But God builds sons from the inside out.

This Code also sits inside the larger Kingdom Codes pathway we have followed since Lesson 1:

REVELATION -> APPLICATION -> TRANSFORMATION
-> MATURITY -> REPRESENTATION

WE RECEIVE REVELATION SO THAT WE CAN
REPRESENT.

4. SONSHIP BEGINS WITH THE FATHER
There can be no biblical sonship without our heavenly Father: “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Ephesians 1:3).

Everything Jesus did pointed to the Father. He revealed the Father’s will, the Father’s heart, the Father’s
works, the Father’s authority, the Father’s love, and the Father’s Kingdom.

So sonship is not first about discovering who I am. It begins with discovering who He is. Identity is relational. A
son only makes sense in relation to a father.

A Biblical Picture: The Voice at the Jordan
When Jesus came up out of the waters of baptism, “suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:17).

Notice when the Father said this. Jesus had not yet preached a sermon, healed a single person, or performed a
miracle. His public ministry had not begun. The Father’s pleasure came before the performance.

Then Jesus went straight into the wilderness, where the enemy’s first words were, “If You are the Son of
God…” (Matthew 4:3). The first attack on Jesus was an attack on His sonship. Jesus did not answer by proving
Himself. He answered from the Word and from the security of what the Father had already said.

IDENTITY COMES BEFORE ASSIGNMENT.

THE FATHER’S VOICE COMES BEFORE THE ENEMY’S
QUESTION.

5. THE ETERNAL SON IS THE FOUNDATION
Jesus is not simply one example of sonship among many. He is the Son.
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Before creation, before Bethlehem, before His ministry, the Son existed eternally in relationship with the
Father. He is “the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person” (Hebrews 1:3).

This matters because Christian sonship begins in Christ. We do not create sonship. We participate in what has
been given to us through union with Him.

This is an essential guardrail. Believers become sons in the Son. We never become Christ. We share His life, His
standing before the Father, and His inheritance, but He alone is the eternal Son.

JESUS IS THE SOURCE, PATTERN, AND STANDARD
OF SONSHIP.

6. JESUS REVEALS THE FATHER
When Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father, Jesus answered:

“He who has seen Me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9)

This gives us the heart of mature sonship: representation.

Jesus revealed the Father’s nature, compassion, truth, authority, justice, mercy, will, and government. When
people watched Jesus touch a leper, forgive a sinner, rebuke a storm, or weep at a tomb, they were watching
the Father.

Jesus also told us how He lived this way: “The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do”
(John 5:19). His representation flowed from relationship.

A SON MAKES THE FATHER KNOWN.

7. SONSHIP AND IMAGE
Genesis 1 tells us that humanity was created in God’s image, according to His likeness, and then given
dominion (Genesis 1:26). Within the Genesis context, image and dominion belong together.

Humanity was created to:

• Reflect God’s nature.

• Represent God’s rule.

• Exercise stewardship over creation.

• Bring divine order into the earth. Sin distorted that representation. People still bore God’s image, but the
image was marred, and dominion turned into domination. Christ restores what sin distorted. God’s purpose is
that we would be “conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren”
(Romans 8:29). The cross was more than forgiveness of sin; it was the reinstatement of humanity’s sonship in
the family of God.
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SONSHIP RESTORES THE ORIGINAL CALLING OF
IMAGE-BEARING.

8. FOUR BIBLICAL PICTURES OF SONSHIP
Scripture unfolds sonship in stages. Each one adds a dimension that finds its fulfillment in Christ.

Adam: Created Sonship
Luke traces the genealogy of Jesus back to “the son of Adam, the son of God” (Luke 3:38). Adam’s sonship is
unique. He was not eternally begotten. He was formed from the dust of the earth and given the breath of
God.

His sonship reveals origin, image, relationship, authority, and stewardship. From the very beginning, humanity
was created with a calling to represent God in all creation.

SONSHIP WAS CONNECTED TO REPRESENTATION
FROM THE BEGINNING.
Israel: Covenant Sonship
God told Moses to say to Pharaoh, “Israel is My son, My firstborn” (Exodus 4:22). Now sonship appears
corporately.

Israel was called to belong to God, carry His covenant, represent His name, live differently among the nations,
and reveal His ways. Sonship is not only personal. A people can carry a representative calling. Today, the
church carries that calling together as one family. The word church comes from the Greek word ekklesia, an
assembly of citizens called together. In the Greek world, the ekklesia gathered to deliberate and decide
matters for the city. When Jesus said, “I will build My church,” He immediately spoke of keys and of binding
and loosing (Matthew 16:18-19). The church is not only a gathering; it is a called-out people entrusted with
Kingdom responsibility.

SONSHIP CAN BE CORPORATE AS WELL AS
PERSONAL.
David: Royal Sonship
Concerning David’s royal line, God said, “I will be his Father, and he shall be My son” (2 Samuel 7:14). Royal
sonship connects sonship with Kingdom, covenant, throne, and government.

The king was entrusted to represent God’s righteous government among the people. This became a prophetic
pattern pointing toward Christ, the Son of David, whose Kingdom will have no end.
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SONSHIP AND GOVERNMENT ARE DEEPLY
CONNECTED.
Jesus: The Unique Son
Jesus fulfills and surpasses every earlier pattern. He is the eternal Son, the incarnate Son, the Son of David, the
obedient Son, the suffering Son, the exalted Son, and the glorified Son.

Where Adam failed in a garden, Jesus surrendered in a garden. Where Israel struggled in the wilderness, Jesus
overcame in the wilderness. Where David’s sons fell short, the Son of David reigns in righteousness.

HE IS THE SON IN WHOM ALL SONSHIP FINDS ITS
CENTER.

9. SONSHIP IS RECEIVED IN CHRIST
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God.” (John 1:12)

Notice the beginning: receive Him. Sonship does not begin with self-discovery, positive thinking, spiritual
ambition, or religious achievement. It begins with Christ.

We receive Him, and through Him we receive life, relationship, belonging, identity, inheritance, access, and
grace.

This is good news for the person who feels they must earn their place. You cannot achieve sonship. You can
only receive it. But once it is received, it is meant to grow.

Servant or Son?
Many sincere believers serve God faithfully but still relate to Him like hired servants. The difference is not in
how hard they work. It is in where they work from.

• A servant works for approval. A son works from approval.

• A servant fears losing his place. A son knows his place is secure.

• A servant asks, “Have I done enough?” A son asks, “What is the Father doing?”

• A servant receives wages. A son receives an inheritance.

SONSHIP IS RECEIVED, THEN IT IS DEVELOPED.

10. NEW BIRTH AND ADOPTION
Scripture uses two pictures to describe how we become sons: birth and adoption. These are not in conflict.
They are complementary.
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Born of God
John says those who receive Christ were “born… of God” (John 1:13). Jesus told Nicodemus, “Unless one is
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).

Biblical sonship is not merely a legal status. It includes new life. The new birth speaks of eternal life from God,
a new creation, a new origin, a new relationship, and a new identity. It also brings new systems and structures
to govern our lives, as we saw in Lesson 3.

SONSHIP IS NOT MERELY BEING NAMED
DIFFERENTLY.

SOMETHING NEW HAS BEGUN.
Adopted as Sons
Paul uses the Greek word huiothesia, which means “placement as a son.” In the Roman world, adoption gave
a person a new family name, full legal standing, and the right of inheritance. Old debts and old identities were
left behind.

New birth emphasizes life received. Adoption emphasizes placement, status, inheritance, and family
belonging.

NEW BIRTH SPEAKS OF LIFE RECEIVED.

ADOPTION SPEAKS OF SONSHIP AND PLACEMENT.
Adoption Is Present and Future
Adoption is a present reality:

“For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom
we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”
(Romans 8:15-16)

We belong now. We do not wait for heaven to call God “Abba.”

But adoption also has a future dimension. Paul says we are “eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption
of our body” (Romans 8:23). Our sonship is real today, but redemption has not yet reached its final bodily
completion. John says it this way: “Now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we
shall be” (1 John 3:2).

This protects us from two errors: doubting what is already ours, and claiming that everything has already been
completed.
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SONSHIP IS ALREADY REAL.

BUT ITS FULL REVEALING IS NOT YET COMPLETE.

11. SONSHIP AND INHERITANCE
“And if children, then heirs-heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.” (Romans 8:17)

Sonship includes inheritance. But inheritance is not entitlement. Inheritance brings privilege, and with
privilege comes responsibility, stewardship, and representation.

A Biblical Picture: The Older Brother
In the story of the prodigal son, we often focus on the younger brother who left. But the older brother never
left, and he still did not understand sonship. He complained, “These many years I have been serving you… and
you never gave me a young goat” (Luke 15:29).

He lived in the father’s house with the mindset of a hired servant. The father answered:

“Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.” (Luke 15:31)

The younger brother wasted his inheritance. The older brother never enjoyed his. One was far from home.
The other was close to the house but far from the father’s heart. Both needed a revelation of sonship.

An immature son asks, “What do I receive?” A mature son asks, “What am I responsible to steward, and how
do I steward it well?”

INHERITANCE IS NOT ENTITLEMENT. IT IS
ENTRUSTED STEWARDSHIP.

12. SONSHIP AND MATURITY
Belonging does not equal maturity. A child can belong completely while still being immature.

This is why Galatians 4 matters. The heir is truly an heir, “though he is master of all.” But while he is immature,
he “does not differ at all from a slave” and remains “under guardians and stewards until the time appointed
by the father” (Galatians 4:1-2).

The child does not lose his identity while he is being trained. The training is part of his preparation for
inheritance.
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IDENTITY CAN BE FULLY REAL WHILE MATURITY IS
STILL DEVELOPING.

SONSHIP IS RECEIVED. MATURITY IS FORMED.
Biblical sonship has movement. We grow, learn, receive correction, and become stronger and more skillful.
Over time, we carry increasing responsibility and become more like Christ.

SONSHIP IS NOT MERELY A POSITION TO
CELEBRATE. IT IS A LIFE TO GROW INTO.
Why Maturity Matters
Scripture gives significant attention to growing up in Christ, not merely going up to heaven when we die.
Paul’s goal was that “we all come… to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ”
(Ephesians 4:13). Jesus did not make the Christian life mainly about escaping earth later. He modeled what it
means to live as a formed son here and now.

Mature believers learn to let their light shine. Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Notice who receives the glory: the
Father. Mature sons make the Father visible.

13. THE FOUR FORMATION DIMENSIONS
In the coming lessons, we will use four New Testament Greek words as a formation framework:

• Teknon: a child by birth. Identity and belonging. This is the word John uses when he says we were given the
right to become “children of God” (John 1:12).

• Nēpios: an infant or young child. Character formation, as immaturity is addressed. Paul used this word when
he told the Corinthians he had to speak to them “as to babes in Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:1).

• Neaniskos: a young man in his strength. Strength, skill, and capacity. John wrote, “I have written to you,
young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the wicked
one” (1 John 2:14).

• Huios: a mature son. Mature representation. “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons
[huioi] of God” (Romans 8:14). These are not four official spiritual ranks. They are four biblical words that help
us recognize real dimensions of growth.

THE FRAMEWORK IS FOR MATURITY, NOT STATUS.
No one should use these words to measure others or to rank themselves. They help us ask an honest
question: Where is God forming me right now?
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14. SONSHIP AND CHARACTER
Identity says, “I belong to the Father.” Character asks, “Does my life resemble the Father?”

This is where sonship becomes practical. If the Father is faithful, merciful, holy, just, patient, truthful, and
compassionate, then formation should increasingly produce those qualities in us.

Children often carry the mannerisms of their parents without trying. They laugh the same way, walk the same
way, and use the same expressions. The longer they live in the home, the more they resemble the family.
Sonship works the same way. The longer we live in the Father’s presence, the more His character shows up in
us.

CHARACTER FORMATION IS THE NATURE OF THE
FATHER BECOMING VISIBLE IN THE SON.

15. SONSHIP AND DISCIPLINE
“For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives. If you endure chastening,
God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten?” (Hebrews 12:6-7)

Correction does not contradict sonship. It helps form it. A father who refuses to train a child is not acting
lovingly.

The Father’s discipline can include correction, training, boundaries, consequences, instruction, testing,
reproof, and encouragement. It is never abuse, and it is never rejection. Its goal is always our good:
“Afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been

trained by it” (Hebrews 12:11). Notice the word peaceable. The Father’s discipline produces shalom.

Everyday Example: “I Thought I Was Being Rejected”
When Brandon was asked to step back from leading worship for a season, he was devastated. His pastor had
lovingly pointed out a pattern of missed rehearsals, sharp words with the team, and very little time in prayer.
Brandon heard only one message: You are not wanted.

For weeks, he wrestled with whether to leave the church. Then, during a time of prayer, he read Hebrews 12
and saw it differently: “God deals with you as with sons.” The correction was not a verdict on his worth. It was
an investment in his future.

Brandon stayed. He met weekly with a mentor, rebuilt his prayer life, and learned to serve the team rather
than perform for it. A year later, he returned to leading worship, and his team noticed the difference before
he ever said a word.
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SECURE SONSHIP DOES NOT FEAR CORRECTION. IT
LEARNS FROM IT.

16. SONSHIP AND HOLY SPIRIT
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” (Romans 8:14)

Romans 8 connects mature sonship with being led by Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit does more than give gifts, create
experiences, or empower us for service. He forms sons.

He teaches, guides, convicts, corrects, comforts, reveals truth, strengthens, and leads. He produces fruit in us.
He bears witness with our spirit that we belong to the Father. He is the Spirit of adoption who teaches our
hearts to say, “Abba.”

HOLY SPIRIT FORMS THE LIFE HE INTENDS TO
WORK THROUGH.

17. SONSHIP AND THE WORD
The Word of God gives identity, correction, instruction, wisdom, renewal, discernment, and stability.

A mature son does not merely know verses. The Word begins forming his thinking, responses, values,
priorities, judgments, and decisions. In Lesson 4, we saw that truth must move from information into the
structure that governs our lives. Sonship is where that happens.

Remember how Jesus answered the enemy in the wilderness: “It is written” (Matthew 4:4). The Son was
secure in the Father’s voice, and that voice was anchored in the Word.

THE WORD MOVES FROM INFORMATION TO
INTERNAL GOVERNMENT.

18. SONSHIP AND RELATIONSHIP
Formation is relational. Sons grow through relationship with the Father, abiding in Christ, fellowship with Holy
Spirit, healthy community, mentorship, correction, serving, and accountability.

No one matures alone. Paul called Timothy “a true son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2). Spiritual fathers and
mothers help form spiritual sons and daughters.

In Lesson 3, we learned a Kingdom Systems principle:
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RELATIONSHIP SUSTAINS INCREASE.
In sonship, the same principle applies:

RELATIONSHIP SUSTAINS FORMATION.

19. SONSHIP AND CALLING
Calling comes from identity. Calling should never replace identity.

You are not first a preacher, leader, prophet, pastor, business owner, musician, or teacher. You are first a son.

Function may change. Assignment may change. Titles may disappear. But identity remains rooted in
relationship.

Everyday Example: When the Title Was Gone
For twenty-two years, Linda ran a successful family business. She was known in her town as the owner. When
health problems forced her to sell, she was surprised by how lost she felt. “I didn’t just lose a business,” she
told a friend. “I lost my name.”

In that season, she began to see how much of her identity had been built on a title. Through prayer and the
support of her small group, she rediscovered something deeper: before she was ever an owner, she was the
Father’s daughter. Nothing about the sale had changed that.

Within a year, Linda was mentoring young entrepreneurs at her church. Her title was gone, but her identity
was secure, and her influence was growing.

SONSHIP IS WHO YOU ARE. CALLING IS WHAT YOU
ARE ENTRUSTED TO CARRY.

20. SONSHIP, AUTHORITY, AND GOVERNMENT
Authority is not given for ego. It exists for representation, service, stewardship, protection, justice, order, and
responsibility.

The immature use authority to prove their significance. The mature use authority to represent the Father.

Scripture connects sonship with government at every stage. Genesis connects image with dominion. Davidic
sonship connects sonship with kingship. Romans 8 connects sons with being led by the Spirit. Jesus reveals
perfect Kingdom government.

But biblical government does not mean control, domination, manipulation, or self-exaltation. It means
bringing life under the righteous rule of God.

Before mature sons govern anything outwardly, they learn to govern their own responses, appetites, words,
resources, assignments, influence, and environments.
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BEFORE WE GOVERN OUTWARDLY, KINGDOM
GOVERNMENT MUST WORK INWARDLY.

HEALTHY AUTHORITY FLOWS FROM SECURE
IDENTITY AND FORMED CHARACTER.

21. THE FOUR GOVERNING FUNCTIONS
Within The Sonship Code, mature representation can be explored through four governing functions:

• King: steward authority and establish righteous order.

• Priest: carry His presence, serve, and lead in worship and consecration.

• Legislator: understand and apply righteous order and wisdom.

• Oracle: speak what is aligned with God. These functions must always remain Christ-centered, Spirit-led,
submitted, relational, and servant-hearted. They are not titles for self-promotion. They are dimensions of
responsibility.

22. THE FOUR FACES
Scripture repeatedly gives us the imagery of four faces: the lion, the ox, the man, and the eagle (Ezekiel 1:10;
Revelation 4:7).

Within The Sonship Code, these serve as a symbolic framework for the dimensions of mature representation:

• Lion: authority, courage, and kingship.

• Ox: service, sacrifice, and strength.

• Man: wisdom, relationship, and humanity.

• Eagle: spiritual vision, prophetic perspective, and heavenly orientation. The four faces are a teaching
framework that reveals four dimensions of interaction with God and people. We should not force every
appearance of this imagery into a framework. Instead, we ask, “What does this imagery reveal?”

A lion without the ox becomes harsh. An ox without the eagle loses vision. An eagle without the man loses
touch with people. Balanced maturity needs every dimension.
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MATURE SONSHIP REQUIRES MORE THAN ONE
DIMENSION OF STRENGTH.

23. SONSHIP, SUFFERING, AND THE CROSS
Romans 8 does not separate sonship from suffering. We are joint heirs with Christ, “if indeed we suffer with
Him, that we may also be glorified together” (Romans 8:17).

Even Jesus walked this path: “Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He
suffered” (Hebrews 5:8).

Mature sonship does not mean a pain-free life, constant visible victory, or the absence of opposition, waiting,
or loss. Sonship learns to remain faithful, aligned, peaceful, obedient, and relational even under pressure.

Jesus’ sonship was revealed through obedience, humility, suffering, sacrifice, resurrection, and exaltation. The
cross destroys every version of sonship built around self-exaltation, power without sacrifice, authority without
love, or glory without obedience.

GLORY DOES NOT REMOVE THE PATH OF
FORMATION.

MATURE SONSHIP LOOKS LIKE JESUS, AND JESUS
LAID DOWN HIS LIFE.

24. SONSHIP AND PARTICIPATION IN DIVINE LIFE
The early Christian vision of salvation included more than legal forgiveness. It also emphasized union with
Christ, transformation into His likeness, and sharing in God’s life by grace. This is sometimes called theosis.

Peter writes that through God’s promises we “may be partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4). Biblical
sonship fits naturally within this vision. Not because humans become God by nature, but because through
union with Christ and the work of Holy Spirit, we increasingly participate in His life and reflect His nature.

Paul calls it “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). And in John 17, Jesus prayed “that they all may
be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us” (John 17:21). Our future is
oneness, as we share in the life of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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SONSHIP IS PARTICIPATION IN THE DIVINE LIFE OF
CHRIST.

25. SONSHIP IS NOT SPIRITUAL EGO
Sonship can be distorted when it becomes:

• “Look how powerful I am.”

• “Look at my authority.”

• “Look at my revelation.”

• “Look at my rank.” That is not mature sonship. Mature sonship says, “Let my life reveal the Father in
oneness with Him.”

The more mature the son, the less his identity must be proven, the less his authority must be advertised, and
the less recognition must be demanded. Service becomes natural.

A Biblical Picture: The Towel
John tells us that Jesus, “knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come
from God and was going to God, rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded
Himself” (John 13:3-4). Then He washed His disciples’ feet.

Notice the connection. Jesus knew who He was, where He came from, and where He was going. Because His
identity was secure, He could pick up a towel. Insecure people grasp for position. Secure sons are free to
serve.

SONSHIP IS NOT SELF-MAGNIFICATION. SONSHIP IS
FATHER- REPRESENTATION.

26. JESUS: THE PATTERN OF MATURE SONSHIP
Jesus shows us:

• Identity without insecurity.

• Authority without domination.

• Power without ego.

• Truth without manipulation.

• Compassion without weakness.

• Service without self-exaltation.

• Suffering without loss of identity.
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• Commissioning without independence.

JESUS IS THE PERFECT PATTERN OF MATURE
SONSHIP.
Everything we teach about sonship must ultimately look like Him.

27. THE REVEALING OF THE SONS OF GOD
“For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.” (Romans 8:19)

Paul presents creation as groaning “with birth pangs together until now” (Romans 8:22), waiting for
something. What is creation waiting for? The revealing of the sons of God.

Within The Sonship Code, this revealing means:

WHAT HAS BEEN FORMED INWARDLY BECOMES
VISIBLE OUTWARDLY.
Identity becomes visible through character, response, service, love, peace, wisdom, justice, power, and
faithfulness. Creation is waiting for sons whose lives increasingly display the nature of the Father, the order of
the Kingdom, the peace of Christ, and the compassion of Jesus. Creation itself “will be delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God” (Romans 8:21).

CREATION IS NOT WAITING FOR MORE RELIGIOUS
ACTIVITY.

CREATION IS NOT WAITING FOR US TO ESCAPE IT.

IT IS WAITING FOR THE REVEALING OF SONS.
This revealing is not self-display. It is Christ becoming visible through mature people.

28. THE PURPOSE OF SONSHIP
Why sonship? So that:

• The Father becomes known.

• Christ becomes visible.

• Holy Spirit can work through formed vessels.



THE KINGDOM CODES | Biblical Mysteries. Practical Kingdom Living. 19

THE SONSHIP CODE LESSON 6

• The Kingdom becomes tangible.

• Families experience order.

• Communities experience peace.

• Businesses experience righteous stewardship.

• Relationships experience restoration.

• Kingdom authority overcomes the authority of chaos. With greater revelation comes greater responsibility.
With greater authority comes greater accountability. With greater maturity comes greater stewardship. The
question changes from “What can I receive?” to “What can I faithfully represent?”

THE PURPOSE OF SONSHIP IS REPRESENTATION.

29. THE FOUR R’S OF SONSHIP
We can summarize the purpose of sonship in four movements:

1. Reveal: Know the Father.

2. Reflect: Carry His nature.

3. Represent: Embody His government.

4. Release: Release Kingdom order into your sphere of influence.

FROM REVELATION TO REPRESENTATION.

30. THE SONSHIP PATHWAY
The larger formation map looks like this:

RELATIONSHIP -> IDENTITY -> FORMATION -> CHARACTER -> STRENGTH -> CAPACITY -> MATURITY ->
COMMISSIONING -> REPRESENTATION -> REVEALING

This is not a mechanical formula. Like every Kingdom Code, it is a Kingdom Operating System. It is a formation
map that helps us recognize where we are, what needs growth, what responsibility requires, and what God is
forming.

31. CHRIST AT THE CENTER
Sonship must never be separated from Jesus.

Without Christ:

• Identity becomes self-definition.
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• Authority becomes ego.

• Inheritance becomes entitlement.

• Government becomes domination.

• Revelation becomes pride.

• Visibility becomes self-display. But in Christ:

• Identity becomes belonging.

• Authority becomes service.

• Inheritance becomes stewardship.

• Government becomes righteous order.

• Revelation becomes responsibility.

• Visibility becomes representation.

CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF SONSHIP.

WHY THIS MATTERS
Many believers know one thing well: “Jesus saved me.” That is the most important foundational truth of all.
But many have never asked what they are becoming, what they are being formed for, or how their lives reveal
the Father.

Without that understanding, believers often live in one of two ways. Some live like the younger brother,
enjoying the Father’s gifts while staying far from His heart. Others live like the older brother, working hard in
the Father’s house while feeling like hired servants.

Biblical sonship gives language to a better journey. It tells us where we belong, who we are, who we are
becoming, what we can carry, and whom we represent.

YOU WERE NOT SAVED ONLY TO BE RESCUED. YOU
WERE ADOPTED TO BE FORMED AND SENT.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION
Take a few quiet minutes this week and reflect on your life through the Sonship Code:

1. Relationship: Do I know the Father personally, or mostly as a doctrine?

2. Identity: When I feel pressure, do I live from belonging or from performance?

3. Formation: Where is God currently shaping my character?
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4. Maturity: How do I respond to correction?

5. Representation: What do my family, workplace, and community experience of the Father through me?

Do not try to answer everything at once. Ask Holy Spirit to show you the one area where He is inviting you to
grow.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
1. Have I thought of sonship mainly as belonging, or also as formation and responsibility?

2. Am I more like the younger brother, the older brother, or a son who is at home with the Father?

3. Where am I pursuing status instead of Christlikeness?

4. Where is my life not yet consistent with what I know?

5. What Kingdom Code can I apply here to break through?

ONE QUESTION
If someone watched my life this week, what would they learn about the Father?

ONE ACTION STEP
Write down the words the Father spoke over Jesus: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
Read them each morning this week as the Father’s word over your life in Christ. Then choose one act of
service, like Jesus with the towel, that represents the Father to someone else.

DECLARATION
I am born of God and received in Christ.

I belong to the Father; I am not a slave to fear but a son, and I cry, “Abba, Father.”

My identity comes before my assignment, and my belonging comes before my performance.

I receive the Father’s correction as love, and I am being formed into the image of His Son.

I am led by Holy Spirit and shaped by the Word.

I will steward my inheritance with humility and serve from a secure identity.

My life will increasingly reveal the Father.

Jesus Christ is my center, Scripture is my foundation, and Holy Spirit is my guide.

I will move from revelation to representation.
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YOUR NEXT STEP
Now that we have defined biblical sonship, we move into the first foundational question:

WHO AM I IN CHRIST?
Sonship begins with identity. Before maturity, before authority, before commissioning, and before
representation, we establish belonging.

The next lesson explores:

• What it means to be “in Christ.”

• The difference between identity and performance.

• How the Father’s voice silences the enemy’s question.

• Teknon: the child who belongs.

[ NEXT LESSON: IDENTITY IN CHRIST ]

RELATED CODES

IDENTITY IN CHRIST
Discover the foundation of belonging.

[ EXPLORE ]

THE FOUR STAGES OF SONSHIP
Understand the movement from identity into mature representation.

[ EXPLORE ]

CALL, CHARACTER, AND COMMISSIONING
Discover how formation prepares sons for responsibility.
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[ EXPLORE ]

THE CODE OF ALIGNMENT
Bring life into agreement with Kingdom truth.

[ EXPLORE ]

THE CODE OF SHALOM
Learn how Kingdom peace governs mature response.
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[ EXPLORE ]

TAKE HOME POINT

SONSHIP BEGINS WITH RELATIONSHIP.

SONSHIP DEVELOPS THROUGH FORMATION.

SONSHIP MATURES INTO REPRESENTATION.
We are born of God and received in Christ.

We belong to the Father and are formed by Holy Spirit.

We are renewed by the Word and grow through relationship.

We mature through obedience and are commissioned to represent.

Sonship is not merely “I am a child of God.”

It becomes “My life increasingly reveals the Father.”

THE GOAL OF SONSHIP IS NOT SPIRITUAL STATUS.

THE GOAL IS CHRISTLIKE REPRESENTATION.
Discover the Kingdom Code you need.

Apply it. Move forward.
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.


