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THE KINGDOM CODE LESSON 5

From Lesson 4 to Lesson 5

In Lesson 4, we learned that alignment is when life comes into agreement with Kingdom truth. We saw that
misalignment creates friction, and that alignment removes the authority of chaos.

But removing the authority of chaos raises a new question: What takes its place? When fear, confusion, and
disorder lose their right to govern, what is meant to rule instead? Scripture’s answer is shalom. Alignment
creates the conditions. Shalom is what begins to govern when life comes into agreement with God.

Core Idea

The Hebrew word shalom is commonly translated into English as peace. But when most of us hear the word
peace, we think of no conflict, no stress, no argument, and a calm feeling.

The biblical idea of shalom is much larger. It carries the sense of wholeness, well-being, soundness, right
relationship, and things functioning in their proper order. For The Kingdom Codes, we use this practical
shorthand:

NOTHING MISSING. NOTHING LACKING. NOTHING
BROKEN.

NOTHING DISCONNECTED. NOTHING OUT OF
ORDER.

Shalom does not mean adversity never appears. It means adversity does not have to become the governing
authority. There is a higher authority that supersedes chaos: the governing authority of shalom.

SHALOM IS KINGDOM PEACE THAT BRINGS ORDER
IN THE MIDST OF CHAOS.

KEY TEXTS

Isaiah 9:6-7

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His
name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of
His government and peace there will be no end.”

Colossians 1:20

“And by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having
made peace through the blood of His cross.”
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Colossians 3:15

|II

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankfu

John 14:27

“Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you; not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

Romans 14:17

“For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

1. THE REVELATION

Peace is too small a word.

We want peace when the phone rings late at night, when the doctor’s report is uncertain, and when our
minds refuse to lie down with us.

Yet most of us have settled for a very small idea of peace. If peace only means quiet, calm, and the absence of
trouble, then peace is fragile. It lasts only as long as the room stays quiet and the circumstances cooperate.

The Bible speaks of something far larger.

SHALOM IS NOT MERELY THE ABSENCE OF
SOMETHING BAD.

SHALOM IS THE PRESENCE OF WHAT IS RIGHT.

Chaos may be absent for a moment while true wholeness is still missing. A house can be silent while the
people inside it are deeply disconnected. A person can look calm on the outside and be at war within.

2. PEACE AND SHALOM

The English word is peace. The Hebrew word is shalom.

Shalom comes from the Hebrew root sh-I-m, which carries the idea of completeness, soundness, and
well-being. The same root appears in words for paying a debt in full, making restitution, and finishing a
building. When something is shalom, it is whole. Nothing is left undone.

The noun appears roughly 250 times in the Old Testament. When the New Testament writers reached for a
Greek word to carry the same reality, they used eiréné, which appears about ninety- two times. Peace is one
of the great threads holding the story of Scripture together.

Our modern word peace tends to say:
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“Nothing bad is happening.”

Shalom reaches further. It says:
“Things are functioning the way God intended them to function.”

A Teaching Picture: The Four Letters

Shalom is written with four Hebrew letters: Shin, Lamed, Vav, and Mem. The meaning of a word comes from
its root and its use, not from the shapes of its letters. But teachers have long used the ancient letter pictures
as a way to remember truth, and the picture for shalom is a powerful one.

e Shin pictures consuming fire. “Our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:29). Shalom confronts whatever
prevents wholeness.

e Lamed pictures a shepherd’s staff. Shalom carries authority to guide, correct, and protect.
¢ Vav pictures a nail or peg. Through the nails of the cross, what sin separated is reconnected.

e Mem pictures water. Shalom restores the flow of life.

CONSUME THE CHAOS. ESTABLISH THE RIGHT
GOVERNMENT.

RECONNECT WHAT WAS SEPARATED. RESTORE THE
FLOW.

3. OUR SIMPLE DEFINITION

A familiar definition of shalom is “nothing missing, nothing lacking, nothing broken.” We add two more lines
to capture the full picture:

e Nothing missing.
¢ Nothing lacking.
¢ Nothing broken.
¢ Nothing disconnected.

¢ Nothing out of order. This is not a dictionary definition of the Hebrew word. It is a teaching framework that
helps us recognize the dimensions of Kingdom wholeness in real life. It also turns shalom into something we
can use. In any difficult situation, we can ask five honest questions:

1. What is missing?
2. What is lacking?

3. What is broken?
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4. What is disconnected?
5. What is out of order?

These questions keep us from settling for a cheap imitation of peace.

4. THE CODE

Shalom brings chaos back under divine order.

Every Kingdom Code is a Kingdom Operating System, not a formula. The Code of Shalom shows how God'’s
peace moves a life from disorder to wholeness:

CHAOS -> TRUTH -> ALIGNMENT -> PEACE ->
WISDOM -> ORDER -> WHOLENESS

CHAOQS: What is trying to govern me?

TRUTH: What has God said about this situation, about Him, and about me?
ALIGNMENT: What needs to come into agreement with that truth?

PEACE: Am | letting the peace of God rule, or am | letting pressure rule?

WISDOM: What wise response becomes possible when | am no longer rushed by fear?
ORDER: What practical step brings structure where there has been disorder?
WHOLENESS: What is being reconnected, restored, and made sound?

Notice where alighment sits. Lesson 4 is not left behind. Alignment is the doorway through which shalom
takes its governing place.

SHALOM IS THE FRUIT OF RIGHT GOVERNMENT.

5. THE SEVEN DIMENSIONS OF SHALOM

Because shalom is so large, we need more than one angle to see it clearly. Scripture reveals at least seven
dimensions of shalom, each building on the one before it:

1. Nature: God is shalom.

2. Covenant: God establishes shalom with us.

3. Government: Shalom rules within us.

4. Reconciliation: Shalom reconnects what chaos separated.

5. Wholeness: Shalom restores what was broken.
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6. Environment: Shalom creates an atmosphere where blessing can live.
7. Mission: Shalom is carried through us into the world.

These are one continuous movement of God’s peace: from His heart, into ours, and out into the world.

SHALOM IN ME -> SHALOM AROUND ME -> SHALOM
THROUGH ME

6. DIMENSION ONE: SHALOM AS NATURE

Peace is a Person.

Before shalom is something we experience, receive, or carry, it is who God is.

If peace is only a feeling, we will chase feelings. If it is only circumstances, we will try to control circumstances.
But if peace is a Person, the path to peace runs through relationship with Him.

A Biblical Picture: Gideon in the Winepress

The first time Scripture gives God the name “The-LORD-Is-Peace,” it is not in a moment of calm. Israel was
being crushed by the Midianites. Year after year, raiders stripped the fields at harvest.

Gideon “threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites” (Judges 6:11). Wheat was
normally threshed on an open hilltop. Gideon was hiding in a pit.

That is where God found him. “The LORD is with you, you mighty man of valor!” (Judges 6:12). Gideon did not
look like a mighty man. He did not feel like one. But God did not address him according to his circumstances.
He addressed him according to His purpose.

Gideon answered honestly: “If the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us?” (Judges 6:13). God
did not answer every question. He gave Gideon an assignment, and when Gideon was afraid, He spoke:
“Peace be with you; do not fear, you shall not die” (Judges 6:23).

“So Gideon built an altar there to the LORD, and called it The-LORD-Is-Peace.” (Judges 6:24)

Here is what we must not miss. Gideon named the altar before he fought a single battle. The enemy was still
in the land. Nothing about his external situation had changed. What changed was that Gideon had
encountered God.
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SHALOM DOES NOT BEGIN WITH CIRCUMSTANCES.

SHALOM BEGINS WITH AN ENCOUNTER WITH GOD.

There Is No Chaos in God

God is never anxious about the future, because He holds the future. He is never confused, because He knows
all things. “For God is not the author of confusion but of peace” (1 Corinthians 14:33). There is no inner
fragmentation in Him.

That is why Isaiah calls Jesus the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). A prince carries royal authority. Jesus does not
merely teach peace. He governs it. And Paul goes further: “For He Himself is our peace” (Ephesians 2:14).
Peace is not a product Jesus hands us and walks away. It is His own presence shared with us.

This frees us from a burden we were never meant to carry. We cannot control our way to peace. We cannot
organize our world enough, manage every person, or predict every outcome. But we can anchor ourselves to
the One who cannot be shaken. “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he
trusts in You” (Isaiah 26:3).

Key Question: Do | know Him as The-LORD-Is-Peace in this situation?

7. DIMENSION TWO: SHALOM AS COVENANT

God does not toss peace from a distance. He binds Himself to us.

In the first dimension, we see who God is. In the second, we see what God does with His peace: He shares it
with us through covenant.

A contract protects interests: if you do your part, | will do mine. A covenant is deeper. It is a binding
relationship, often sealed with blood, in which two parties give themselves to one another.

In Lessons 3 and 4, we watched dry bones come together in Ezekiel 37. Structure formed, breath entered, and
an army stood. But the chapter does not end there. God goes on to promise:

“Moreover | will make a covenant of peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; | will
establish them and multiply them, and | will set My sanctuary in their midst forevermore.” (Ezekiel 37:26)

The goal of the covenant of peace is God’s presence dwelling among His people. And it does not rest on our
stability. It rests on His. “For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but My kindness shall not
depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed” (Isaiah 54:10).

Peace With God Before the Peace of God

Sin brought separation: from God, from one another, and from our purpose. The cross dealt with the very
condition that created the separation. Jesus took the cup and called it “the new covenant in My blood” (Luke
22:20).
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“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans
5:1). Before we can have the peace of God within us, we must have peace with God.

GOD DOES NOT MERELY WANT TO CALM YOU. HE
WANTS TO RECONNECT YOU.

Restored Sonship

The cross was not only about forgiveness. It was about restored sonship. “You did not receive the spirit of

70

bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father’” (Romans

8:15). “Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son” (Galatians 4:7).

Notice the connection between bondage and fear. A slave lives in constant anxiety: Have | done enough? Will |
be sent away? A son lives from a different place. His place at the table is not up for negotiation.

Many people never rest because they are always striving for validation. Covenant shalom ends that striving.

Key Question: Am | living from belonging, or striving for validation?

8. DIMENSION THREE: SHALOM AS GOVERNMENT

Peace is not passive. Peace is government.
“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts.” (Colossians 3:15)

The Greek word translated rule is brabeuod. It described the official who presided over athletic contests: the
umpire who made the calls. The umpire decides what is in bounds and what is out of bounds.

Paul is saying, in effect: Let the peace of Christ be the umpire of your heart. Let it make the calls.

The Word “Let”

Paul does not say, “Make peace rule.” He says, “Let it.” To let means to allow, to give permission, to stop
resisting. The peace of Christ has already been given. But it takes the ruling position only when we yield to it.

Many believers have peace available to them but not ruling in them. The umpire is in the stadium, but they
keep ignoring his calls.

When peace rules, it begins to ask questions about everything that tries to enter the game:
¢ Does this thought belong?

¢ Does this reaction belong?

¢ Does this fear belong?

¢ Does this agreement belong?

¢ Does this behavior align with the government of God?
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Government and Peace Increase Together

Isaiah joins two words that we often keep apart: “Of the increase of His government and peace there will be
no end” (Isaiah 9:7).

WHERE THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KING
INCREASES, THE SHALOM OF THE KINGDOM
BECOMES VISIBLE.

This is why the Kingdom of God within us matters so much. As we saw in Lesson 2, the Kingdom of God is
often internal before the Kingdom of Heaven is seen externally. Shalom works the same way. It governs the
heart before it reorders the home.

Isaiah also shows us the order: “The work of righteousness will be peace” (Isaiah 32:17). And Paul gives us the
Kingdom equation: “righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17).

RIGHTEOUSNESS -> ALIGNMENT -> PEACE -> JOY

Righteousness brings us into alignment. Shalom brings life into order. Joy becomes the overflow. Key
Question: What is ruling my response?

9. PEACE IS NOT PASSIVE

We often picture peace as retreat, withdrawal, or avoiding conflict at all costs. But biblical peace can operate
in the presence of conflict.

On the Sea of Galilee, seasoned fishermen were sure they would drown. Jesus “was in the stern, asleep on a
pillow” (Mark 4:38). The peace within Him was greater than the chaos surrounding Him. Then He stood:

“Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace, be stilll” And the wind ceased and there
was a great calm.” (Mark 4:39)

He did not negotiate with the storm. He spoke with authority, and the storm came under order.

JESUS DID NOT ABSORB THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
STORM.

HE RELEASED A GREATER GOVERNMENT INTO IT.

False Peace and True Shalom

Modern peace often means, “Don’t disturb anything.” Avoid the hard conversation. Smooth everything over.
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But Kingdom shalom may disturb disorder in order to establish wholeness. Jesus overturned the tables in the
temple and said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations” (Mark 11:17). He was not
destroying peace. He was restoring the temple to its intended order.

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne” (Psalm 89:14). There can be surface calm while
injustice continues underneath, but that is not full shalom.

FALSE PEACE PROTECTS DISORDER. TRUE SHALOM
RESTORES ORDER.

You will never change what you tolerate. Sometimes the most peaceful thing we can do is lovingly confront
what has been allowed to continue for too long.

10. PEACE AS A WEAPON

Can peace be called a weapon? In the right sense, yes.
Peace is not a weapon against people. Peace is a weapon against the government of chaos.

“And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly” (Romans 16:20). Not the God of wrath. Not
the God of panic. The God of peace.

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

The word translated guard is a military term. It describes a garrison stationed to protect a city. Shalom stands
like a sentry at the borders of the heart and mind.

Fear, confusion, offense, anxiety, and panic all attempt to govern. But shalom establishes another authority.

SOMETIMES PEACE IS WARFARE.

CHAOS WANTS A REACTION. SHALOM ANSWERS
WITH GOVERNMENT.

11. HOW CHAOS GAINS AUTHORITY

A difficult circumstance is one thing. But a chaotic circumstance becomes governmental when it begins to
govern the person inside it.

It usually happens this way:
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EVENT -> INTERPRETATION -> AGREEMENT ->
EMOTION -> BEHAVIOR -> PATTERN ->
ENVIRONMENT

The event may be small. But by the time it passes through every stage, it may be governing a whole
household.

Shalom offers a different pathway:

EVENT -> PAUSE -> TRUTH -> ALIGNMENT -> PEACE
-> WISDOM -> RESPONSE -> ORDER

DO NOT GIVE CHAOS MORE AUTHORITY THAN THE
EVENT ITSELF POSSESSES.

Everyday Example: The Friday Afternoon Email

At 4:45 on a Friday, Marcus, who owns a small contracting business, received an email from his largest client:
“We need to talk Monday about whether we continue.”

Within minutes, the event had an interpretation: They are leaving. Marcus came into agreement with it: The
business is in trouble. The emotion followed-dread. So did the behavior. He snapped at his crew, skipped
dinner with his family, and spent the weekend rehearsing worst- case conversations. By Sunday night, one
email had governed his entire household.

A few months later, a similar email arrived. This time Marcus did something different. He paused. He prayed,
and he asked what was actually true: | do not yet know what they want. He brought his thoughts into
agreement with God’s truth: “Be anxious for nothing.” Peace began to rule. From that place, wisdom came. He
replied calmly, asked what concerns they had, and gathered the facts. He enjoyed his weekend with his family.

On Monday, the client simply wanted to adjust the schedule.

The event was almost the same. The government was different.

CHAOS AROUND YOU DOES NOT HAVE TO BECOME
CHAOS WITHIN YOU.

12, SHALOM IS NOT DENTAL

Shalom does not mean pretending that pain is not painful, that loss did not happen, or that problems are
imaginary. Biblical peace can acknowledge a storm while refusing to be governed by it. Jesus never denied the
existence of the storms He encountered. He denied their right to continue.
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When the Shunammite woman’s son died in her arms, she laid him on the prophet’s bed and set out to find
Elisha. When she was asked, “Is it well with the child?” she answered, “It is well” (2 Kings 4:26). She was not in
denial. She knew exactly what had happened. But she refused to let death have the final word, and her son
was raised to life.

We may need to say about the storm we are facing:

“THIS IS REAL, BUT IT IS NOT MY HIGHEST
GOVERNING REALITY.”

Jesus was honest: “In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have overcome the world”
(John 16:33). The promise was never a trouble-free life. The promise is that trouble does not possess the final
authority.

SHALOM IS KINGDOM ORDER THAT CAN EXIST IN
THE MIDDLE OF TROUBLE.

13. DIMENSION FOUR: SHALOM AS RECONCILIATION

Shalom reconnects what chaos separated.

Once chaos loses authority, God begins restoring what chaos damaged. The fourth and fifth dimensions work
together like two hands:

RECONCILIATION RESTORES CONNECTION.
WHOLENESS RESTORES FUNCTION.

The strategy of chaos is separation. Chaos says, “Separate.” Shalom says, “Reconnect.”

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He
Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation.”
(Ephesians 2:13-14)

Far away becomes brought near. Divided becomes one. Hostility becomes fellowship. That is shalom.

A Ceasefire Is Not Reconciliation

Two people can stop arguing and still remain alienated. A marriage can become quiet and still be
disconnected.
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SILENCE IS NOT ALWAYS PEACE.

SOMETIMES SILENCE IS UNRESOLVED SEPARATION.

Jesus did not just stop the fight. He restored people to the table. He ate with tax collectors and sinners. After
the resurrection, He cooked breakfast for the disciple who had denied Him.

In the story of the prodigal son, the son leaves, his life becomes disordered, he comes to himself, and he
returns. “But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his
neck and kissed him” (Luke 15:20). The father did not offer a truce. He offered a robe, a ring, sandals, and a
feast.

Everyday Example: The Quiet House

Daniel and Renee had not had a real argument in over a year. Friends thought their home was peaceful. But
dinner was eaten in front of screens, conversations stayed on schedules and bills, and both of them went to
bed carrying words they had never said.

When they finally sat down with their pastor, Renee said, “We don’t fight anymore. But we don’t really talk
either.” They had mistaken a ceasefire for shalom.

Reconciliation began with small steps: honest conversations, repentance where it was needed, and a weekly
evening with no screens at the table. The house became a little louder for a season. It also became whole.

A Word About Wisdom and Boundaries

Reconciliation does not always mean restored access. Forgiveness can be given freely, but trust is rebuilt over
time. Where there has been abuse or danger, a boundary may be the most loving and peaceful step. Paul
wrote, “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with

all men” (Romans 12:18). Our responsibility is obedience to shalom, not control over another person’s
response.

Key Question: What has become disconnected, and what would restored connection look like according to
God'’s order?

14. DIMENSION FIVE: SHALOM AS WHOLENESS

Shalom restores function.

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be
preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

Wholeness is every part functioning according to its intended design. It is not perfectionism. Wholeness does
not mean, “I never struggle, never hurt, or never fail.” It means that every part of life is coming under God’s
order.
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Jesus Restored People, Not Just Problems

The man in the region of the Gadarenes lived among the tombs. He was isolated, tormented, violent toward
himself, and naked. No one could restrain him.

Then Jesus entered his world. When the townspeople came, they “saw the one who had been
demon-possessed... sitting and clothed and in his right mind” (Mark 5:15).

e Sitting: rest instead of agitation.

¢ Clothed: dignity instead of shame.

¢ In his right mind: soundness instead of torment.
e With Jesus: relationship instead of isolation.

¢ Sent home to tell his story: purpose instead of wandering.

JESUS DID NOT MERELY REMOVE THE DEMON. HE
RESTORED THE MAN.

Relief or Wholeness?

Relief says, “The pain stopped.” Shalom asks, “Has the person become whole?” Relief removes pressure.
Wholeness restores function. Relief may be temporary. Wholeness changes the structure.

Isaiah saw the price: “The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah
53:5). Jesus carried what was required to make us whole.

Ten lepers were cleansed, but only one returned to give thanks. Jesus said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your
faith has made you wel
relationship with God.

I” (Luke 17:19). All ten received healing in their skin. One received wholeness in his
Five Areas of Wholeness

1. Spiritual: a living, growing relationship with God.

2. Inner: healthy thoughts, emotions, identity, and desires.

3. Relational: healthy connection with others.

4. Purpose: living aligned with our calling.

5. Practical: daily habits, stewardship, decisions, and structures.

Wholeness also means integration. Many people believe one thing and practice another. Their public and
private lives differ. Shalom brings the inner world into agreement, which is why alignment and wholeness
belong together.
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SOMETIMES THE MIRACLE IS NOT ADDITION.
SOMETIMES THE MIRACLE IS RESTORATION.

Key Question: What would wholeness look like here?

15. DIMENSION SIX: SHALOM AS ENVIRONMENT

Shalom creates the environment where blessing can live.

“The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside
the still waters. He restores my soul.” (Psalm 23:1- 3)

Psalm 23 is a portrait of a shalom environment. Provision, rest, restoration, direction, protection, and finally
overflow: “My cup runs over” (Psalm 23:5).

The Vessel That Holds the Blessing
BLESSING IS WHAT GOD POURS.

SHALOM IS THE STRUCTURE THAT CAN HOLD WHAT
HE POURS.

In Lesson 3, we learned that structure gives form. Here we see why that matters. More money can magnify
poor stewardship. More influence can magnify insecurity. More responsibility can magnify disorder.

INCREASE DOES NOT CREATE ORDER. INCREASE
REVEALS WHETHER ORDER ALREADY EXISTS.

God often develops the vessel before He increases what He pours into it.

Your Inner World Is an Environment

“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). Fear, bitterness, and
anxiety create an atmosphere. So do faith, truth, gratitude, and joy. We carry an atmosphere before we ever
change one.

e If fear rules within, fear enters our responses.
e If anger rules within, anger enters the room.

¢ If shalom rules within, order enters the environment. This applies to every sphere. A peaceful home is not
merely a quiet home. A leader governed by fear creates fear, and a leader governed by peace creates clarity.
Financial peace is not simply a large bank account; it is money in its proper place. Money is a servant. It makes
a terrible king.
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WHATEVER GOVERNS YOU WILL EVENTUALLY
INFLUENCE WHAT SURROUNDS YOU.

Key Question: What atmosphere am | creating?

16. DIMENSION SEVEN: SHALOM AS MISSION

Shalom is received so that it can be carried.

On the evening of the resurrection, the disciples were behind locked doors “for fear of the Jews.” Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you” (John 20:19). Then He said it again:

“Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, | also send you.” (John 20:21)

Before they were sent, they received peace. Then “He breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit’”” (John 20:22). In Lesson 3, the breath of God brought dry bones to life. Here, the breath of Jesus sends
peace-filled people into the world.

FIRST, RECEIVE SHALOM. THEN, CARRY SHALOM.

Peacekeepers and Peacemakers

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9). Jesus did not say
peacekeepers.

e A peacekeeper tries to avoid disturbance.

¢ A peacemaker partners with God to restore divine order.

“Seek peace and pursue it” (Psalm 34:14). If peace must be pursued, then peace is a mission. And notice that
peacemakers are called sons of God. Peacemaking reveals the family resemblance.

Ambassadors of Reconciliation

God “has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation... Now
then, we are ambassadors for Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:18, 20). What God does in us becomes what He wants
to do through us.

Shalom has feet. “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who
proclaims peace” (Isaiah 52:7). Jesus told His disciples, “Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this

nm

house’” (Luke 10:5). They were sent to carry an environment stronger than the environment they entered.

Do Not Become the Chaos You Were Sent to Change
¢ You cannot defeat anger by becoming angry.
¢ You cannot defeat fear by becoming fearful.

¢ You cannot defeat division by becoming divisive.
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A CARRIER OF SHALOM MUST BE GOVERNED BY A
STRONGER ENVIRONMENT.

Peacemaking is practical. Where there is confusion, bring clarity. Where there is division, bring reconciliation.
Where there is fear, bring faith. Where there is shame, bring dignity. Where there is disorder, bring structure.
“Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace” (James 3:18).

Key Question: Where is God sending me to carry shalom?

17. SHALOM AND HOLY SPIRIT

We cannot manufacture shalom on our own. Peace is fruit: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23).

But fruit also requires cultivation. A farmer does not make the seed grow, but he prepares the soil. We partner
with Holy Spirit through daily choices.

Shalom is:
e A gift to receive: “My peace | give to you” (John 14:27).
¢ A government to practice: “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts” (Colossians 3:15).

e An environment to cultivate: “sown in peace by those who make peace” (James 3:18).

SHALOM IS CULTIVATED THROUGH COOPERATION
WITH HOLY SPIRIT.

18. HOW TO PRACTICE SHALOM

When chaos comes knocking, return to this pathway:
1. Pause. Do not let the event rush you. Chaos thrives on urgency. Shalom creates space.

2. Return to His presence. Remember who God is. He is The-LORD-Is-Peace, and He is with you.

w

. Identify what is governing. Is fear making this call? Anger? Offense? Pressure?

4. Return to truth. What does God’s Word say about this situation, about Him, and about you?

vl

. Align. Bring your thoughts, words, and intended actions into agreement with that truth.

6. Establish order. Have the conversation. Set the boundary. Make the plan.

~

. Release peace. Carry the shalom you have received into the environment around you.
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PAUSE -> PRESENCE -> TRUTH -> ALIGNMENT ->
ORDER -> REPRESENTATION

The Shalom Test

When facing a decision or a difficult moment, ask:

e Am | responding from peace or from pressure?

e |s fear rushing me, or is offense influencing me?

e |Is ego trying to prove something?

¢ |s this decision consistent with Scripture?

e Does this strengthen healthy order and protect right relationship?

e What fruit is this likely to produce?

19. CHRIST AT THE CENTER

Everything in this lesson comes back to one Person.

Jesus is not merely a teacher of peace. He is the Prince of Peace.
e It was His blood that made peace (Colossians 1:20).

e It is His peace that rules our hearts (Colossians 3:15).

e It is His Spirit who grows peace in us as fruit (Galatians 5:22).

e |t is His voice that still says to frightened people behind locked doors, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent
Me, | also send you” (John 20:21).

Shalom is not a technique. It is a relationship with the One who is our peace.

JESUS DOES NOT MERELY GIVE US PEACE.

HE FORMS US INTO PEOPLE WHO CAN CARRY
PEACE.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Many people are trying to find peace by changing their circumstances. Even when the circumstances change,
the turmoil remains, because the problem was never only around them. It was what was governing within
them.

You can learn to be governed differently in the middle of chaos. When shalom governs:
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e Fear does not make the decision.

¢ Offense does not control the conversation.
¢ Confusion does not determine direction.

e Pressure does not dictate timing.

¢ Chaos does not define identity.

PEACE BECOMES A GOVERNING FORCE.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Choose one area of your life currently experiencing disorder.
Ask:

1. What exactly feels chaotic?

2. What is currently governing my response?

3. What truth from God’s Word applies here?

4. What agreement needs to change?

5. What is missing, and what is lacking?

6. What is broken, and what is disconnected?

7. What is out of order?

8. What healthy structure or boundary is needed?

9. What relationship needs attention?

10. What Kingdom response would peace produce?

11. What action can | take today to establish greater order?

Do not try to bring everything into order at once.

Begin with the area where chaos is speaking the loudest.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Do | primarily define peace as a feeling, or as a governing Kingdom reality?
2. Which of the seven dimensions of shalom do | most need in this season?
3. Where has external chaos become internal government?

4. Am | living from belonging, or striving for validation?

LESSON 5
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5. Where am | avoiding necessary truth in the name of keeping the peace?

6. What relationship needs reconciliation, repair, or a healthier boundary?

7. Am | seeking relief, or am | willing to let God make me whole?

8. What atmosphere do the people closest to me experience when | am around?
9. Am | merely seeking peaceful circumstances, or becoming a carrier of peace?

10. What Kingdom Code can | apply here to break through?

ONE QUESTION

What is currently making the calls in my heart: fear, pressure, offense, or the peace of God?

ONE ACTION STEP

Choose the area of your life where chaos is speaking the loudest. Ask the five Shalom Diagnostic
guestions-What is missing? What is lacking? What is broken? What is disconnected? What is out of
order?-then walk it through the seven steps in Section 18 and take one action this week that establishes
greater order.

DECLARATION

The LORD is my peace, and He is with me.

| have peace with God through my Lord Jesus Christ.

| am not a slave to fear; | am a son of God, and | live from belonging, not for approval.

| let the peace of God rule in my heart; chaos does not have the final authority.

What chaos separated, shalom is reconnecting. What was broken, shalom is making whole.
| will create environments where blessing can live.

| am a peacemaker, and wherever God sends me, | will carry shalom.

Jesus Christ is my center, Scripture is my foundation, and Holy Spirit is my guide.

| will move from revelation to representation.

YOUR NEXT STEP

You have now completed the five foundational Kingdom Code teachings:
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DISCOVERY -> PRIORITY -> STRUCTURE ->
ALIGNMENT -> SHALOM

In this lesson, we saw that covenant shalom restores us as sons and daughters, and that peacemakers “shall
be called sons of God.” Peace with God brings us home to the Father’s table.

This leads us to the next phase of the portal:

THE SONSHIP CODE.

What does it mean to live as a son or daughter of God rather than as a servant striving for approval?
The next lesson explores:

¢ |dentity before assignment.

¢ Belonging before performance.

e Inheritance before effort.

e Maturity that represents the Father.

[ NEXT LESSON: WHAT IS BIBLICAL SONSHIP? ]
RELATED CODES

THE CODE OF PRIORITY

Bring everything beneath the governing priority of the Kingdom.

[ EXPLORE ]

KINGDOM SYSTEMS & STRUCTURES

Build frameworks that support the truth you value.

[ EXPLORE ]

THE CODE OF ALIGNMENT

Bring life into agreement with Kingdom truth.
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[ EXPLORE ]

THE CODE OF MIND RENEWAL

Replace old agreements with Kingdom truth.

[ EXPLORE ]

THE RECOVERY CODE

Discover the pathway from Revelation to Representation.

LESSON 5
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[ EXPLORE ]
TAKE HOME POINT

SHALOM IS KINGDOM ORDER GOVERNING IN THE
MIDST OF CHAOS.

Nothing missing. Nothing lacking. Nothing broken.
Nothing disconnected. Nothing out of order.

God is shalom. He establishes it by covenant.

It rules within us, reconnects, and restores.

It creates the environment and is carried through us.

CHAOS -> TRUTH -> ALIGNMENT -> PEACE ->
WISDOM -> ORDER -> WHOLENESS

Peace received becomes peace represented.
The increase of His government and peace has no end.
Discover the Kingdom Code you need.

Apply it. Move forward.

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.
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