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From Lesson 2 to Lesson 3
In Lesson 2, we learned that Jesus calls us to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. We also saw
that the Kingdom of God works from the inside out, governing the heart, while the Kingdom of Heaven is the
realm and order of Heaven expressed outwardly.

Now we ask: If the Kingdom is God’s government, how does that government take shape in a life, a family, a
church, or a business? This lesson answers through two words introduced in Lesson 2: structure and systems.

Core Idea
The Kingdom of God is intentional and relational.

It operates through divine order, relationships, patterns, structures, processes, and ways that reveal the
wisdom of Jesus as Lord and King.

The Kingdom of God never increases outside of relationship.

STRUCTURE GIVES FORM.

SYSTEMS GENERATE FLOW.
Understanding both helps us recognize how Kingdom order becomes visible in everyday life.

KEY TEXTS
Matthew 6:33
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

1 Corinthians 14:33
“For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.”

1 Corinthians 14:40
“Let all things be done decently and in order.”

Hebrews 8:5
“See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.”

Exodus 25:40
“And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount.”
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John 15:4
“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye,
except ye abide in me.”

1. THE REVELATION
God is a God of intentional and relational order.
Creation itself reveals this.

In the beginning, “the earth was without form, and void” (Genesis 1:2). Before the earth becomes filled, God
establishes structure:

• Light is separated from darkness.

• Waters are divided.

• Land appears.

• Times and seasons are established. Then life is placed within the environment prepared to sustain it.

Genesis reveals an important pattern:

GOD FORMS BEFORE HE FILLS.
• Form comes before fullness.

• Structure precedes sustained function.

• Environment precedes fruitfulness. But creation also reveals something deeper:

GOD CREATES FOR RELATIONSHIP.
• The sun relates to the earth.

• The earth relates to the waters.

• Plants relate to the soil.

• Living things relate to their environments. Human beings are created for relationship with God and with one
another. God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone” (Genesis 2:18).

Nothing flourishes in isolation.

This gives us a foundational Kingdom insight:
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INTENTION CREATES ORDER.

RELATIONSHIP SUSTAINS LIFE.
• What God intends to fill, He often first prepares.

• What God intends to sustain, He gives structure.

• What God intends to reproduce, He establishes through systems.

• What God intends to increase, He places within relationship.

2. THE CODE
Structure gives form. Systems generate flow. Relationship sustains increase.
These three ideas are related, but they are not the same.

STRUCTURE
A structure is the framework that gives something shape, boundaries, placement, order, definition, and
capacity.

Structure answers:

• Where does this belong?

• What holds this together?

• What are the boundaries?

• How is this organized?

SYSTEM
A system is the intentional process through which multiple parts work together to produce an outcome.

Systems create movement, flow, exchange, repetition, function, growth, and distribution.

Systems answer:

• How does this work?

• How does movement happen?

• What process produces the result?

• How do the parts interact?

RELATIONSHIP
Relationship is the connection through which life, identity, purpose, authority, wisdom, and increase are
shared.
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Relationship creates connection, belonging, trust, exchange, accountability, support, and reproduction.

Relationship answers:

• Who is connected to whom?

• What is being shared?

• Where does life come from?

• What connection sustains growth? Jesus put all three together in John 15. The vine and branches are a
structure. The sap flowing from vine to branch is a system. And the word abide describes the relationship that
makes fruit possible.

Therefore:

STRUCTURE GIVES FORM.

SYSTEMS GENERATE FLOW.

RELATIONSHIP SUSTAINS INCREASE.

3. A SIMPLE NATURAL EXAMPLE
Your physical body has structures, systems, and relationships.

Your skeleton is structure. It gives form, support, boundaries, connection, and strength.

But your body also contains systems:

• Circulatory system.

• Respiratory system.

• Nervous system.

• Digestive system.

• Immune system. These systems do not function as isolated parts. The heart, lungs, brain, and organs all
depend on relationship with one another.

A skeleton without functioning systems has form but no living flow.

Systems without healthy structure cannot function properly.

And disconnected parts cannot sustain life.

Healthy life requires structure, systems, and relationship.

• Structure without flow becomes rigid.

• Flow without structure becomes chaotic.
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• Connection without health can become destructive.

KINGDOM ORDER REQUIRES STRUCTURE, FLOW,
AND HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP.

4. THE KINGDOM WITHIN AND THE KINGDOM
EXPRESSED
In Lesson 2, we saw that the Kingdom of God is often illustrated as internal (Luke 17:20-21), while the
Kingdom of Heaven is often seen externally (Matthew 8:11-12). Systems and structures help us understand
how the two work together.

The Kingdom of God establishes structure within us. It governs the heart-our beliefs, values, motives,
character, and agreements.

The Kingdom of Heaven is expressed through systems around us-in our families, churches, businesses, and
communities-as Heaven’s order becomes visible on earth. Jesus taught us to pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).

INTERNAL STRUCTURE SUSTAINS EXTERNAL
SYSTEMS.
This is why outward change rarely lasts without inward change. A person can adopt a new budget, schedule,
or ministry plan, but if the heart is still governed by fear, pride, or disorder, the old fruit eventually returns.

“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)

The heart is the headwaters of every system we build.

KINGDOM WITHIN -> ORDER IN THE HEART ->
SYSTEMS AROUND US -> HEAVEN’S ORDER ON
EARTH

5. GOD BUILDS ACCORDING TO INTENTIONAL
PATTERN
Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly establishes patterns before construction.

• Noah receives dimensions for the ark (Genesis 6:14-16).

• Moses receives a pattern for the tabernacle (Exodus 25:9).

• David receives plans for the temple “by the spirit” (1 Chronicles 28:11-12).
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• Priests receive ordered responsibilities.

• Israel receives tribal placement around the tabernacle (Numbers 2).

• Feasts operate according to appointed times (Leviticus 23).

• Worship includes order.

• The early Church develops recognizable leadership and community practices.

• Paul instructs congregations that spiritual activity should still operate with order (1 Corinthians 14). This tells
us something important:

GOD IS NOT THE AUTHOR OF CONFUSION.
The presence and power of Holy Spirit do not produce disorder, confusion, or chaos.

Holy Spirit brings people into truth, peace, wisdom, unity, and proper order.

Spiritual activity and confusion are not the same thing.

The supernatural and the structured are not enemies.

God can move powerfully while maintaining divine order.

His order is not accidental. It is intentional.

But His order is also relational.

The pattern is not merely a design to be copied.

It is an invitation to participate with God and with one another.

KINGDOM PATTERN IS INTENTIONAL, BUT NEVER
IMPERSONAL.

6. THE TABERNACLE: A KINGDOM STRUCTURE
God did not tell Moses:

“Build whatever seems spiritual.”
He gave him a pattern.

The tabernacle included:

• Specific dimensions, materials, and furniture.

• Specific placement and boundaries.

• Specific priestly functions.

• Specific movement toward the Presence. Why?
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Because structure communicates meaning.
The outer court, the holy place, the Most Holy Place, the priesthood, the sacrifice, the incense, and the light
each had a function.

Everything belonged within an ordered architecture.

But the tabernacle was not merely a building.

It was a place of meeting.

It was a structure designed around the Presence of God.

Divine structure makes invisible truth visible. The structure taught, the pattern revealed, and the order
communicated.

And the purpose of the structure was relationship. God said, “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may
dwell among them” (Exodus 25:8).

GOD DESIRES TO DWELL AMONG HIS PEOPLE.

7. STRUCTURE IS NOT THE SAME AS RELIGION
This distinction matters.

Bad structure can become religious rigidity.

Human systems can replace living relationship with God.

Jesus repeatedly confronted traditions that had become more important than the purpose they were
supposed to serve. He said, “The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath” (Mark 2:27).

But the answer to bad structure is not:

NO STRUCTURE.
The answer is:

KINGDOM STRUCTURE.
• A healthy structure serves life.

• A healthy structure protects purpose.

• A healthy structure supports relationship.

• A healthy structure creates capacity for fruitfulness. Structure should serve life-not suffocate it.

Kingdom structure is intentional without becoming controlling.

It creates order without replacing relationship.
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It establishes boundaries without eliminating freedom.

It supports connection without manipulating people.

STRUCTURE IS HEALTHY WHEN IT HELPS
RELATIONSHIP FLOURISH.

8. SYSTEMS PRODUCE REPEATED OUTCOMES
A system is revealed by what it repeatedly produces.

If a system consistently produces healthy fruit, something inside that system is working.

If it repeatedly produces disorder, frustration, lack, burnout, or conflict, something may need attention.

A system does not have to be formally designed to exist.

• Repeated behavior can become a system.

• Repeated responses can become a system.

• Repeated agreements can become a system.

• Repeated neglect can become a system.

WHAT REPEATS REVEALS WHAT IS OPERATING.
This is why The Kingdom Codes looks beneath symptoms.

We do not ask only:

What happened?
We also ask:

What system keeps producing this?
Because the Kingdom of God is intentional, we ask:

What intention is this system serving?
And because the Kingdom is relational, we ask:

What relationships is this system strengthening, weakening, or excluding?
A system may be efficient and still be unhealthy if it damages relationship.
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KINGDOM SYSTEMS MUST BE EVALUATED BY BOTH
FRUIT AND RELATIONSHIP.

9. THE KINGDOM IS NOT RANDOM ACTIVITY
Many believers think primarily in terms of individual events: a blessing, a miracle, a door opening. These can
all be wonderful.

But Kingdom living cannot be sustained by isolated moments alone.

Moments matter. But sustainable fruit requires patterns, habits, relationships, stewardship, structure, and
community.

EVENTS CAN CHANGE A MOMENT.

SYSTEMS CAN CHANGE A LIFE.

HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP CAN SUSTAIN THE
CHANGE.
• A miracle may rescue someone financially. But stewardship builds financial order.

• A powerful encounter can awaken hunger. But spiritual disciplines create an environment for ongoing
formation.

• One good conversation can repair a moment. But healthy communication structures help sustain the
relationship. Intentional Kingdom living turns moments into patterns and patterns into fruit.

Relational Kingdom living ensures that growth is not merely personal achievement but shared life with God
and others.

10. JESUS REVEALED KINGDOM SYSTEMS
Jesus often taught through processes.

Consider the seed. Seed does not instantly become harvest. There is a process:

SEED -> SOIL -> ROOT -> GROWTH -> FRUIT ->
HARVEST
That is a system. Jesus revealed a Kingdom process.

The same is true with leaven. A small amount enters the environment. It works through the whole.
Transformation spreads internally.
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The same is true with discipleship:

HEAR -> FOLLOW -> LEARN -> PRACTICE -> GROW ->
REPRESENT
But discipleship is not merely a process.

It is a relationship with Jesus.

Mark tells us that Jesus “ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth”
(Mark 3:14). Being with Him came before being sent by Him. Think about this: the disciples’ highest calling and
first priority was simply to be with Jesus-to know Him. Paul carried the same priority: “That I may know him”
(Philippians 3:10).

• They walked with Him.

• They observed Him.

• They asked questions.

• They were corrected.

• They were formed through proximity.

• They were sent in relationship with His authority. Jesus was not merely giving isolated truths.

He was revealing how Kingdom life develops intentionally through relationship.

11. STRUCTURE DETERMINES CAPACITY
Consider water.

Water has enormous potential. But without structure, it spreads wherever the environment allows.

Place water inside a channel, and its movement can be directed. Place it under pressure within a system, and
it can produce significant force. The water did not change. The structure changed what could be done with it.

This reveals a practical Kingdom principle:

CAPACITY IS OFTEN LIMITED BY STRUCTURE.
Sometimes we ask God for more: more influence, finances, opportunity, or responsibility.

But an important question is:

Do I have the structure in place to carry what I am asking for?
• Increase without capacity can become burden.

• Opportunity without structure can become chaos.
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• Growth without systems can become exhaustion.

• Blessing without stewardship can become loss. Capacity must be developed intentionally-and carried with
others.

INCREASE THAT CANNOT BE SHARED, SUPPORTED,
OR STEWARDED WILL NOT REMAIN HEALTHY.

12. GOD OFTEN PREPARES STRUCTURE BEFORE
INCREASE
• Joseph is given administrative wisdom to store grain before the famine reaches its fullness (Genesis
41:33-36).

• Before the bread is multiplied, Jesus has the people sit down “by companies” and “in ranks, by hundreds,
and by fifties” (Mark 6:39-40).

• The early Church appoints servants when practical needs begin exceeding existing capacity (Acts 6:1-7).
These examples reveal a repeated principle:

INCREASE OFTEN REQUIRES INTENTIONAL
ORGANIZATION.
It means responsibility grows with capacity, and increase is managed through relationship.

Joseph serves a nation. The disciples serve a multitude. The early Church appoints people to serve the
community-and the result is that “the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied”
(Acts 6:7).

Kingdom increase is not merely about receiving more.

It is about becoming capable of serving more people faithfully.

Sometimes the prayer for increase should be accompanied by another prayer:

“Lord, show me what must be built to carry and sustain it.”
And also:

“Lord, show me who must be connected to carry it with me.”

13. STRUCTURES CAN PRODUCE PEACE OR CHAOS
Imagine a home with no boundaries, responsibilities, schedules, financial plan, or shared expectations.

Eventually disorder appears.
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The problem may not be lack of love.

The problem may be lack of structure.

The same is true of a life with no structure around rest, prayer, finances, work, or health. Eventually chaos can
become normal.

CHAOS OFTEN THRIVES WHERE HEALTHY
STRUCTURE IS ABSENT.
But structure alone cannot create peace.

A home may have schedules and rules while lacking trust, affection, or honest communication.

It means intentionally creating an environment where what matters most can flourish.

That includes both structure and relationship.

PEACE REQUIRES ORDER THAT PROTECTS
CONNECTION.

14. STRUCTURES OF TIME: RHYTHM AND REST
God structured time before He structured anything else. He made lights “for signs, and for seasons, and for
days, and years” (Genesis 1:14). He rested on the seventh day and blessed it (Genesis 2:2-3). He gave Israel
appointed feasts. “To every thing there is a season” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).

Rhythm is structure for time. Without it, life runs on urgency, and urgency eventually consumes capacity.

Even Jesus kept rhythm. “He withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed” (Luke 5:16). When His
disciples were overwhelmed, He said:

“Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and
they had no leisure so much as to eat.” (Mark 6:31)

Rest is not the absence of productivity. It is a Kingdom structure that protects capacity, relationship, and the
presence of God.

RHYTHM PROTECTS CAPACITY.
Ask:

• Where does my life have margin?

• What rhythms of prayer, rest, family, and work are built into my week?

• Which ones have I allowed to collapse?
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15. ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
Every seed requires an environment.

A seed carries potential. But potential alone does not guarantee fruitfulness.

Seed needs soil, moisture, light, temperature, time, protection, and cultivation.

The environment affects whether the potential can develop.

This gives us another important Code:

POTENTIAL REQUIRES INTENTIONAL
ENVIRONMENT.
You may have a calling, a gift, a vision, or a business opportunity.

But ask:

What environment does this require to flourish?
Sometimes we keep praying over the seed while ignoring the soil.

The seed may be good, but the environment must also be prepared.

The environment must include more than resources.

It must include healthy relationships.

• A calling may require mentors.

• A gift may require community.

• A vision may require trusted partners.

• A relationship may require safety and honesty.

• A ministry may require accountability.

WHAT GOD PLANTS IN YOU OFTEN GROWS
THROUGH THE PEOPLE AND ENVIRONMENTS HE
CONNECTS TO YOU.

16. STRUCTURE + SYSTEM + ENVIRONMENT +
RELATIONSHIP
We can now see the larger architecture.

STRUCTURE gives form.
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v
SYSTEM generates flow.

v
ENVIRONMENT supports development.

v
RELATIONSHIP sustains connection and increase.

v
PROCESS produces formation.

v
FRUIT reveals what the system has produced.

Jesus said, “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matthew 7:20).

Fruit reveals the health of the root, the environment, the system, and the relationships involved.

FRUIT IS VISIBLE EVIDENCE OF INVISIBLE
CONDITIONS.
It also reveals whether the system is fulfilling its intended purpose.

17. THE KINGDOM CODE OF SYSTEMS & STRUCTURES
The Code can be summarized as:

INTENTION -> RELATIONSHIP -> PATTERN ->
STRUCTURE -> SYSTEM -> FLOW -> FRUIT
INTENTION: What purpose is being pursued?

RELATIONSHIP: Who is connected, and what relationship sustains the purpose?

PATTERN: What design expresses that purpose?

STRUCTURE: What framework gives the pattern form?

SYSTEM: What process makes it function?

FLOW: What movement does the system generate?

FRUIT: What outcome becomes visible?
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This gives us a powerful diagnostic question:

If I do not like the fruit, what intention, relationship, pattern, or system is
producing it?

18. WHY PEOPLE OFTEN TREAT SYMPTOMS INSTEAD
OF SYSTEMS
Imagine repeatedly seeing water on the floor. You mop it up, and the next morning the water returns.
Mopping is not wrong-but it only addresses the symptom.

The real question is:

Where is the leak?
Many life problems work the same way. We manage the symptoms but never investigate the system
producing them.

Kingdom wisdom teaches us to ask:

What is upstream from this result?

What is this pattern designed-or allowed-to produce?

What relationship is being affected by this pattern?
Sometimes the system is not merely producing a bad result. It is also weakening trust or creating isolation.

19. PRACTICAL EXAMPLE: FINANCES
Everyday Example: More Money, Same Pressure
Robert and Denise work hard, love God, and give faithfully. Yet every month ends with pressure and a quiet
argument about money.

The visible symptom is: Not enough money.

Their first response is always: We need more income.

That may be true.

But when they finally sat down together to look at the system, they asked different questions:

• How is money managed, and is there a budget?

• What is the debt structure, and what spending patterns exist?

• Is generosity intentional?
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• What decisions repeatedly create pressure? They discovered that they had no shared plan, two credit cards
were quietly absorbing every shortfall, and most financial decisions were being made separately.

More money added to a broken system may simply produce a larger version of the same problem.

INCREASE DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY CORRECT
STRUCTURE.
So they changed the structure. They built a simple monthly plan, set a weekly time to make decisions
together, and directed every extra dollar toward one debt at a time. Within a year, the pressure had
eased-not because their income doubled, but because the structure changed. And their marriage grew
stronger because they were finally deciding together.

Intentional stewardship creates a structure capable of directing resources toward Kingdom purposes.

But financial stewardship is also relational. How does money affect trust, generosity, family unity,
responsibility, service, and care for others?

A financial system that produces wealth while damaging relationships is not healthy Kingdom increase.

KINGDOM STEWARDSHIP INCREASES CAPACITY FOR
GENEROSITY, SERVICE, AND RELATIONSHIP.

20. PRACTICAL EXAMPLE: RELATIONSHIPS
Suppose a couple repeatedly has the same conflict.

The surface question is: Who was wrong this time?

A systems question asks:

• How do we communicate under pressure?

• What happens when disagreement begins?

• What assumptions are repeated?

• What boundaries are missing?

• How do we repair after conflict?

• What words trigger defensive patterns? The repeated argument may be the fruit of a communication
system that needs transformation.

The goal is not simply:
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WIN THE ARGUMENT.
The goal is:

RESTRUCTURE THE PATTERN.
But restructuring the pattern requires relationship.

Both people must be willing to listen, tell the truth, accept responsibility, and pursue repair.

RELATIONSHIP IS NOT ONLY AN OUTCOME OF THE
SYSTEM.

RELATIONSHIP IS ALSO THE ENVIRONMENT IN
WHICH THE SYSTEM MUST CHANGE.

21. PRACTICAL EXAMPLE: SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Someone says:

“I want to grow spiritually.”
That is desire.

But what structure supports that desire?

• When will Scripture be studied?

• How will truth be applied?

• Who provides accountability?

• What practices create space for prayer?

• What community reinforces growth?

• How will progress be evaluated? Desire without structure often becomes frustration.

WHAT YOU VALUE NEEDS A PLACE TO LIVE.
But spiritual growth never occurs outside of relationship. We grow through:

• Relationship with God.

• Relationship with the body of Christ.

• Relationship with mature believers.
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• Relationship with people we are called to serve.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH IS NOT MERELY
INFORMATIONAL.

IT IS RELATIONAL TRANSFORMATION.

22. SYSTEMS ARE RELATIONAL
Kingdom systems are not merely mechanical.

God works relationally-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-and He builds through family, covenant, marriage, church,
and community.

The New Testament frequently describes believers as members of one body-different functions, different
gifts, one body, interdependence (1 Corinthians 12:12-27).

Paul describes the Church as a living system held together by relationship:

“From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth,
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the
edifying of itself in love.” (Ephesians 4:16)

Notice the Code in that verse. The body is joined together (structure). Every joint supplies (system). And the
body increases “in love” (relationship).

HEALTHY KINGDOM SYSTEMS ARE RELATIONAL
SYSTEMS.
No member functions properly in total isolation.

Flow occurs through connection.

A system that depends on one person for everything is fragile.

A system that develops people, shares responsibility, and strengthens connection is more capable of
sustaining increase.
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KINGDOM SYSTEMS DO NOT MERELY MOVE
RESOURCES.

THEY DEVELOP PEOPLE.

23. STRUCTURE PROTECTS FLOW
A river needs banks.

Without banks, it can become a flood.

With healthy boundaries, the same water can move with direction.

This is a useful picture of Kingdom structure.

BOUNDARIES DO NOT ALWAYS RESTRICT FLOW.

HEALTHY BOUNDARIES CAN DIRECT FLOW.
Examples:

• A budget directs financial flow.

• A calendar directs time.

• A covenant creates relational boundaries.

• A job description clarifies responsibility.

• A spiritual discipline protects attention.

• A healthy boundary protects relationship.

Structure can create freedom because it protects what matters. But boundaries must not be used to avoid
relationship; healthy boundaries keep relationship safe, honest, and fruitful.

24. FLOW WITHOUT STRUCTURE BECOMES CHAOS
We often want creativity, freedom, spontaneity, spiritual flow, and innovation.

All can be valuable.

But freedom without wise boundaries can become disorder.

Paul teaches the Corinthians about spiritual gifts while also saying:

“Let all things be done decently and in order.” (1 Corinthians 14:40)

The answer was not: Stop spiritual expression.
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The answer was:

GIVE SPIRITUAL EXPRESSION ORDER.
Holy Spirit does not produce confusion.

Holy Spirit brings clarity, peace, wisdom, and order while empowering spiritual life and expression.

Kingdom order does not extinguish life. It creates an environment where life can function well, and relational
order keeps freedom from becoming self-centered or destructive.

TRUE KINGDOM FREEDOM STRENGTHENS LOVE.

25. STRUCTURE WITHOUT FLOW BECOMES RIGIDITY
The opposite danger also exists.

A structure can remain after the life it was intended to serve has disappeared.

Rules, processes, and traditions can become more important than the people, purpose, and truth they were
meant to serve.

Jesus challenged structures that no longer served God’s intention. He warned that new wine must be put into
new bottles (Mark 2:22). Old wineskins that could no longer stretch would burst under new life.

So we need both:

STRUCTURE AND SPIRIT.

ORDER AND LIFE.

WISDOM AND POWER.

FRAMEWORK AND FLOW.

TRUTH AND RELATIONSHIP.
The goal is not bureaucracy. The goal is intentional order that remains responsive to God and structure that
protects relationship rather than replacing it.
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26. THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES: STRUCTURE NEEDS
BREATH
Ezekiel 37 gives one of the clearest pictures of systems and structures in all of Scripture.

God set Ezekiel down in a valley full of bones that were “very dry” (Ezekiel 37:2). Then He asked, “Son of man,
can these bones live?” Ezekiel answered, “O Lord GOD, thou knowest” (37:3).

Ezekiel prophesied as he was commanded, and something happened in order.

Structure formed: “The bones came together, bone to his bone.” (37:7)

Systems formed: “The sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above.” (37:8)

But then comes one of the most sobering phrases in the Bible:

“...but there was no breath in them.” (Ezekiel 37:8)

Everything was in place. The structure was right, and the systems were assembled. Yet nothing was alive.

Then God said, “Prophesy unto the wind… Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” And “the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an
exceeding great army” (37:9-10).

The Hebrew word ruach can mean breath, wind, or spirit. God explained the vision Himself: “And shall put my
spirit in you, and ye shall live” (37:14).

SYSTEMS AND STRUCTURES WITHOUT THE BREATH
OF GOD ARE ORGANIZED DEATH.
This is the same pattern we saw in creation: God forms, and then He fills. He formed Adam from the dust of
the ground, but Adam did not live until God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of

life; and man became a living soul” (Genesis 2:7). After His resurrection, Jesus “breathed on them, and saith
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost” (John 20:22).

God forms, and then He breathes.
This is a warning for us all: order is not the same as life. A calendar, a budget, a business, or a worship service
can be perfectly arranged and still lack the breath of God. Paul wrote, “The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life” (2 Corinthians 3:6). And the Lord told Zerubbabel, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the
LORD of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).

It is also an encouragement. No valley is too dry. If God can bring bone, sinew, flesh, and breath together in a
valley of death, He can breathe life into the structures of your life.

Holy Spirit is the breath of God who turns organized structure into living order.
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STRUCTURE GIVES FORM.

SYSTEMS GENERATE FLOW.

RELATIONSHIP SUSTAINS INCREASE.

BREATH GIVES LIFE.
Ask: Where have I built structure and systems but stopped depending on the breath of God?

27. THE KINGDOM QUESTION
When an area of life is producing repeated frustration, ask:

WHAT SYSTEM IS OPERATING HERE?
Then ask:

• What intention is this system serving?

• What relationships are being strengthened or weakened?

• What structure is supporting that system?

• What pattern keeps repeating?

• What environment is being created?

• What fruit is being produced?

• What does Scripture reveal about God’s order?

• What needs to be redesigned? These questions move us from reaction toward Kingdom wisdom-and remind
us that no system is neutral.

• Every system forms people.

• Every system shapes relationships.

• Every system directs resources.

• Every system produces a culture.
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WHAT A SYSTEM REPEATEDLY PRODUCES, IT
EVENTUALLY NORMALIZES.

28. HOW TO EVALUATE A SYSTEM
Use this eight-part framework.

1. IDENTIFY THE FRUIT
What keeps happening?

2. TRACE THE PATTERN
What repeatedly comes before the result?

3. IDENTIFY THE INTENTION
What purpose is this pattern serving, whether consciously or unconsciously?

4. IDENTIFY THE RELATIONSHIPS
Who is connected to this system? Who is affected by it? Who is missing from it? What relationships does it
require to remain healthy?

5. IDENTIFY THE STRUCTURE
What framework, boundary, schedule, relationship, agreement, or habit supports the pattern?

6. IDENTIFY THE SYSTEM
What process keeps producing the outcome?

7. DISCOVER KINGDOM ORDER
What biblical truth, principle, or pattern reveals a healthier design?

8. RESTRUCTURE AND TEST
Change the structure. Change the process. Strengthen the right relationships. Practice the new pattern.
Observe the fruit.
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Everyday Example: The Ministry That Ran on One Person
Pastor James led a growing church, and every decision, crisis, and phone call came to him. The fruit was clear:
he was exhausted, volunteers felt unneeded, and new people were slipping

through the cracks. His intention was good, but the structure depended entirely on him. Then he read Jethro’s
words to Moses: “Thou art not able to perform it thyself alone” (Exodus 18:18). Like Moses, he raised up
leaders, gave clear responsibilities, and met with them weekly. Within a year, more people were serving, more
guests were cared for, and he had time to pray and study again. The fruit changed because the system
changed.

Do not merely fight the outcome.

Change what produces it.

Strengthen the relationships that sustain it.

29. REBUILDING BROKEN STRUCTURES: NEHEMIAH
Some structures are not just unhealthy-they are broken down. Nehemiah heard that “the wall of Jerusalem
also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire” (Nehemiah 1:3).

Notice the order of his response:

Prayer first. He “sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of
heaven” (1:4). Relationship with God came before construction.

Honest assessment. He inspected the walls by night before announcing a plan (2:12-15).

Relationship. He rallied the people: “Let us rise up and build” (2:18). Families rebuilt the sections nearest their
own houses (Nehemiah 3).

Protection. He set guards while the people worked (4:13).

Restored flow. He set the gates and appointed watchmen to govern what came in and went out (7:1-3).

Walls are structure. Gates are systems that regulate flow. Families working side by side are relationship. And
“the wall was finished… in fifty and two days” (6:15).

PRAYER -> ASSESSMENT -> RELATIONSHIP ->
REBUILDING -> PROTECTION -> RESTORED FLOW
If a structure in your life has broken down, it can be rebuilt-with God, with others, one section at a time.

30. KINGDOM ORDER BEGINS WITH ALIGNMENT
Understanding systems is not enough.
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You can recognize the correct structure and still refuse to live within it.

You can understand the process and still resist the relationship required to sustain it.

This brings us back to Matthew 6:33.

KINGDOM reveals the order.

RIGHTEOUSNESS brings us into alignment with the order.

Transformation requires more than insight. It requires agreement, obedience, and relationship with God.

REVELATION SHOWS THE PATTERN.

ALIGNMENT ENTERS THE PATTERN.

RELATIONSHIP SUSTAINS THE PATTERN.

PRACTICE ESTABLISHES THE PATTERN.

FRUIT REVEALS THE PATTERN.
This is the same pathway that runs through every Code: revelation leads to application, application to
transformation, transformation to maturity, and maturity to representation.

Kingdom living means choosing to participate in what God has designed-and refusing to pursue increase apart
from God and the people He has connected to the purpose.

31. CHRIST AT THE CENTER
Jesus is not merely giving us a better organizational model.

He is the King whose nature defines the Kingdom.

Every Kingdom system must remain subject to His character, His teachings, His love, His truth, His justice, His
compassion, His authority, and His way of serving.

A highly efficient system that does not reflect Jesus is not automatically Kingdom.

Efficiency is not the ultimate test.

CHRISTLIKENESS IS THE GUARDRAIL.
Kingdom order should increasingly produce the nature of the King.

Paul wrote that in Christ “all things consist” (Colossians 1:17). He is the One who holds every structure
together.
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And Christ never increases through exploitation, isolation, or control.

He builds through love, service, covenant, discipleship, and shared life.

THE KINGDOM NEVER INCREASES OUTSIDE OF
RELATIONSHIP.

WHY THIS MATTERS
Many people ask God to change outcomes while leaving the systems producing those outcomes untouched.

Kingdom thinking goes deeper.

Instead of only asking: How do I stop this result?

Ask: What is producing it?

Instead of only asking: How do I get more?

Ask: What structure can sustain more?

Instead of only asking: Why is my life chaotic?

Ask: Where is healthy Kingdom order missing?

Instead of only asking: Why am I not growing?

Ask: What relationship or environment is missing?

Instead of treating symptoms:

RESTRUCTURE THE SYSTEM.

INCREASE WITHOUT RELATIONSHIP IS NOT
KINGDOM INCREASE.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION
Choose one area of your life that repeatedly produces frustration.

Do not begin with the outcome.

Map the system.

Ask:

1. What fruit keeps appearing, and what happens immediately before it?

2. What intention may be operating beneath this pattern?
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3. What relationships are being strengthened or weakened?

4. What structure and system are producing this result?

5. What biblical pattern reveals a healthier design?

6. What needs to be removed, added, reordered, or rebuilt-and who needs to be connected, equipped, or
restored?

7. What new practice would create healthier flow, and what fruit should I expect?

Structure gives form.

Systems generate flow.

Relationship sustains increase.

Fruit reveals the result.

Intentionality directs the process.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
1. What repeated outcome in my life may actually be revealing a system?

2. Where am I treating symptoms instead of investigating causes?

3. Where have I mistaken disorder for freedom?

4. Where has structure become rigid and stopped serving its original purpose?

5. What am I asking God to increase that my current structure may not be able to sustain?

6. What relationships are being affected by the systems I have built?

7. Who must be connected to sustain the increase I am asking God for?

8. Where am I trying to increase outside of relationship?

9. What Kingdom Code can I apply here to break through?

ONE QUESTION
What repeated result in my life is telling me the truth about the system that produces it?

ONE ACTION STEP
Choose one area of frustration and walk it through the eight-part framework in Section 28. Then make one
structural change this week-and invite one trusted person to walk with you in it.
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DECLARATION
My God is not the author of confusion, but of peace.

I will build according to His pattern, not my own.

I will not merely fight the fruit; I will examine the system that produces it.

I will build structures that serve life and environments where what God has planted in me can grow.

I will not pursue increase outside of relationship.

I will not settle for organized death; I will depend on the breath of God.

I will abide in Christ, the true Vine, and stay connected to the people He has joined to my purpose.

Jesus Christ is my center, Scripture is my foundation, and Holy Spirit is my guide.

I will move from revelation to representation.

YOUR NEXT STEP
Once we understand systems and structures, the next question is alignment.

Knowing the pattern, the structure, and how the system works is not enough.

Life must come into agreement with Kingdom truth.

And life must remain connected to God and to the relationships through which Kingdom purpose is carried.

The next lesson reveals:

THE CODE OF ALIGNMENT.

[ NEXT LESSON: THE CODE OF ALIGNMENT ]

RELATED CODES

THE CODE OF PRIORITY
Seek first the Kingdom and allow Kingdom priority to govern everything else.

[ EXPLORE ]

THE CODE OF ALIGNMENT
Bring life into agreement with Kingdom truth.
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[ EXPLORE ]

THE CODE OF RELATIONSHIP
Discover how Kingdom life, growth, and increase are sustained through connection.

[ EXPLORE ]

THE CODE OF SHALOM
Discover how Kingdom order confronts chaos.

[ EXPLORE ]

THE CODE OF STEWARDSHIP
Build the capacity to carry what has been entrusted to you.

[ EXPLORE ]

THE CODE OF FRUITFULNESS
Create the environment in which what God has placed within you can grow.
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[ EXPLORE ]

TAKE HOME POINT

STRUCTURE GIVES FORM.

SYSTEMS GENERATE FLOW.

RELATIONSHIP SUSTAINS INCREASE.

BREATH GIVES LIFE.

ENVIRONMENT SUPPORTS DEVELOPMENT.

FRUIT REVEALS WHAT THE SYSTEM PRODUCES.
The Kingdom of God is intentional and relational. It reveals divine order and increases through healthy
connection.

Our responsibility is to discover the intention, recognize the pattern, come into alignment, build structures
that allow Kingdom life to flourish, and remain connected to God and the people through whom His purpose is
carried.

Do not merely fight the fruit.

Examine the system.

Strengthen the relationship.

Restructure what produces it.

Discover the Kingdom Code you need.

Apply it. Move forward.


